
001-099 Generalities PREQUEL TO THE
DEWEY DECIMAL
SYSTEM

Encyclopedias, 
curiosities and wonders, 
unexplained mysteries

100-199 Philosophy WHO AM I? Books about the self,
feelings, dreams,
witchcraft

200-299 Religion WHO MADE ME? Christianity, Judaism,
Buddhism, Hinduism, 
etc., and Mythology   

300-399 Social Science WHO’S THE GUY IN
THE NEXT CAVE?

Customs, cultures, 
laws, manners, 
costumes, fairy tales

400-499 Languages HOW DO I TALK TO
THAT GUY?

Dictionaries, parts of 
speech, sign language,
foreign language aids

500-599 Natural Science LET’S TALK ABOUT
THE WORLD WE SEE

Mathematics, earth, 
astronomy, chemistry, 
plants, wild animals

600-699 Applied Science NOW LET’S MAKE 
STUFF OUT OF 
WHAT WE SEE

Inventions, robots, 
transportation, pets, 
recipe books

700-799 Arts and Recreation NOW LET’S 
HAVE SOME FUN

Art, drawing, comics, 
handicrafts, music, 
games, sports

800-899 Literature LET’S TELL OUR
CHILDREN HOW 
WONDERFUL WE ARE

Poetry, plays, 
classic literature, 
jokes, riddles

900-999 Geography and
History

LET’S TELL OUR 
FUTURE CHILDREN HOW 
WONDERFUL WE WERE

Landforms, travel, 
atlases, exploration, 
countries 

92 and 920 Biography and
Collective Biography

FIND OUT ABOUT 
FAMOUS PEOPLE

Single person: filed
by last name of subject
Multiple people: by author
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E Everybody PICTURE BOOKS Filed by author’s last 
name

ER Emergent Reader CONTROLLED 
VOCABULARY

Filed by author’s last 
name

FIC Fiction NOVELS Filed by author’s last 
name

SER Series SERIAL NOVELS, 
CHAPTER BOOKS

Filed by series name 
and then by volume  or 
by author’s last name

PB Paper Back PULP FICTION Filed by author’s last 
name

VID Audiovisual VHS OR DVD 
INTERFILED

Arranged by Dewey and 
then filed by title

AP Art Print PHOTOGRAPHS, 
PAINTINGS, ETC.

Filed by artist’s last 
name

KIT Book and Audiotape BAG CONTAINING A 
BOOK AND AUDIO

Hanging on rounder in 
no formal order

PL Professional TEACHER MATERIALS, 
LITERATURE CIRCLE 
BOOKS

Arranged by discipline:
music, art, science, 
literature

CL Core Literature SETS AND SINGLE 
COPIES OF MBUSD 
RECOMMENDED READS

Arranged by grade level

REF Reference Material ENCYCLOPEDIAS 
AND OTHER SOURCE 
MATERIALS

Filed by Dewey
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